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REPORT
Attendance of the Technical Secretariat’s Coordinator to the First Meeting on Migration of the Community of Latin American and Caribbean States (CELAC)
Comayagua, Honduras
20 - 21 August, 2012
Participants
Argentina, Bolivia, Brasil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Honduras, Peru, El Salvador, Nicaragua, Mexico, Guatemala, Trinidad and Tobago, Venezuela, Uruguay. Seven out of seventeen countries are RCM Members. Also, the International Organization for Migration, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean participated. 
Report
As this is the first meeting on migration into the CELAC, the dynamics and contents of the meeting were a bit scattered. However, Chile, in its capacity as President of the CELAC, emphasized the need for a regional strategy of the CELAC on migration, deepening in the formulation of a system of data generation, capacity building, development of new regulations, the design of linkage programs with foreign nationals and awareness of local communities to the challenges of migration.

During the participation of the TS, the uniqueness of each regional process was highlighted, and it was referred its structure, objectives, functioning and achievements of the RCM, all under the structure of its Action Plan. 
Among the themes discussed, there was a reference to the positioning of the CELAC regarding topics and challenges presented by the new components of consular management and the assistance to migrants in the region, where domestic violence, mixed migrant families, social vulnerability of migrants and the role of the governments and the civil society are issues that stand out. Also, a recurring topic was the positioning of the CELAC before the High Level Dialogue among the CELAC and the European Union. 
During the second day of the meeting, working groups were organized under five topics, coming out with interesting proposals regarding:

a) Consular Assistance:

· Articulate different mechanisms existing in the region, allowing the exchange and socialization of consular and migratory expertise. 

· Recommend to the CELAC the definition and implementation of common principles on consular cooperation for the humanitarian assistance to migrants in the region. 
· Suggest the preparation and training of the consular corps in the region in a new approach of comprehensive care to the migrant population.

b) Free Mobility:

· Ensure full compliance with existing CA4 agreements, and generate the process of reviewing and updating them according to the reality of the Countries Party.

· Raise more and stress the free mobility processes being developed in the region in order to identify best practices and consider its replication within the CELAC’s area.

c) Legislation and Migration Management:

· Recommend that legislation on migration of all CELAC Member Countries should be revised and updated in order to reflect the current reality as a result of the constant changes that has suffered global migration. 
· Legislation should be defined and guided in full respect of the Human Rights, including fairness, equality, nondiscrimination, social integration, inter-culture and safety of migrants. 
· Migration should have a comprehensive understanding by states and the region itself, allowing the promotion, regularization and orientation of the dynamics of integration and migration, so they can contribute to national development by means of economic, social and cultural enrichment of the society. 
· Care should be taken to regularize and integrate the various migrant communities in our societies, as well as to promote links of nationals residing abroad with their home communities;
d) Immigration Security:

· Creation of information mechanisms for all those people who decide to migrate;
· Migration policies on destination countries may result in unsafe migration;

· Generate and trigger co-responsibility actions among origin, transit and destination countries on treating migrants; 
· From the existing generation mechanisms, whether they be databases, statistical records or information search engines, promote sharing and analysis of information on migration;
· Emphasize that extra-continental migration is a sensitive point for all CELAC countries;
· Incorporate a shared co-responsibility perspective in the design of CELAC’s migration programs;

e) Regional Migration:
· Recommend that national legislations be revised in order to incorporate a comprehensive vision, focusing on the human rights of migrants and their families, under the principles of equality, universality and consistency, taking into account the needs of protection and assistance of the most vulnerable groups;
· Encourage migration studies centers in the countries of the region to promote research and knowledge sharing of regional migration issues, particularly suggested performing diagnosis on access restrictions to the rights in the countries of transit and destination;
· Express concerns for the recent adoption, by destination countries, of legislations that undermine the rights of migrants. Several delegations expressed deep concern relating the Single Permit Directive approved by the EU on December 24th, 2011, as well as the Royal Decree of the Kingdom of Spain (Act 16-2012) on the access to public health services, and the migration legislation approved by different local states in the United States of America for being deeply discriminatory measures that contain important derogations of the rights of migrants from our region.
Finally, during the closing ceremony, it was announced that Costa Rica will host the CELAC’s Second Meeting on Migrations during 2013. 
