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REPORT
Attendance of the Technical Secretariat’s Coordinator to the Third Meeting of National Authorities on Trafficking in Persons, organized by the Organization of American States , OAS.
Guatemala City, Guatemala
October 15 – 16, 2012
Report 
The aim of the meeting was to become acquainted with the progress of the countries regarding the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere 2010-2012, which is the frame of reference to guide the member countries’ actions and those of the General Secretariat in assisting states in combating human trafficking. 

Furthermore, there were two dialogue periods on the topics of raising the profile of the human trafficking phenomenon as a crime and comprehensive attention for human trafficking victims.  In this interchange, countries were urged to express their vision and the promotion of common proposal and positions. 
The TS made a presentation on how the RCM member countries have approached the Trafficking in Persons topic through the years, specifically in the Liaison Officers Network to Combat Migrant Smuggling and Trafficking in Persons, as well as their link with the Central American Regional Coalition against Trafficking in Persons.  From the feedback of the countries and their own experiences, it could be observed that the RCM Member Countries have had significant progress on this topic.    
Finally, the main conclusions from this meeting were the following:
1. That the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere (2010-2012) shall continue to be the frame of reference to guide their actions and those of the OAS General Secretariat in assisting states in combating human trafficking. 

2. That in light of the breadth and ambition of the actions it contains, it was agreed to extend the implementation deadline of the Work Plan against Trafficking in Persons in the Western Hemisphere until the year 2014.

3. To recognize the valuable contributions of international and regional organizations and of civil society in preventing and combating this crime, and in promoting cooperative ties between them and the member states.

4. That the dialogues on the topics of “raising the profile of the human trafficking phenomenon as a crime” and “comprehensive attention for human trafficking victims” led to the conclusion that it was necessary:

a. To consider that tolerance and indifference at all levels of society to the crime of trafficking in persons and ignorance of it in state institutions enable the crime to go unnoticed and therefore unpunished.

b. To consider victims as the center of all proceedings and, consequently, to implement comprehensive care programs in pursuit of their social, professional, and economic reincorporation into a truly fulfilling life project. 

c. To take steps, throughout judicial investigations, to guarantee the complete protection of all human trafficking victims, ensuring that they are neither criminalized nor victimized anew and bearing in mind at all times a human-rights approach sensitive to differences in gender, generation, ethnicity, race, sexual preference, and skills.

d. To address the crime of human trafficking from a shared-responsibility perspective as a crosscutting approach in which countries of origin, transit, and destination, as well as states concerned with fighting this scourge, can work together to mitigate and eradicate this crime’s harmful effects on our societies. 

e. To create local, national, regional and hemispheric networks that will facilitate cooperation among competent national authorities to combat, prevent, punish, and eradicate trafficking in human persons and to provide comprehensive care for the victims of this crime.

f. To cooperate within the OAS on training and raising the awareness of those responsible for imparting and administering justice and pursuing judicial proceedings involving human trafficking crimes.

g. To encourage the member states to promote the use of new technology to help prevent and make people more aware of and sensitive to trafficking in persons through such activities as virtual education and other educational programs at all levels in the educational system.

h. To adopt measures aimed at highlighting the crime of trafficking in persons in all its forms.

