Draft to share during the Regional Consultation Group on Migration (RCGM) 
in Tegucigalpa, Honduras, on November 19-21, 2008

Letter of Understanding 
between 
The International Organization for Migration 
and

The United Nations Population Fund 
for 
Joint Activities in the Framework of 

The Regional Conference on Migration
Working Group on Health and Migration 
​​​
The International Organization for Migration (IOM), represented by Jose Pires, Regional Representative for Central America and Mexico, and
The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), represented by Marcela Suazo, Director of the Latin America and Caribbean Regional Office,
Acknowledging the Cooperation Agreement of July 2006 and the Framework for Operational Cooperation of December 2007, which was established to specify and outline collaboration and concrete activities between IOM and UNFPA, 

Considering that:

1. IOM works with members and observer states, other international organizations and non-state actors to ensure the orderly movement of migrants, refugees, internally displaced people and others in need of migration assistance throughout the world.
 As of September 2008, the Organization had 125 Member States and over 420 field locations worldwide. Addressing the health needs of migrants is part of the role and responsibility of IOM. IOM works with Members and partners to address the physical, mental and social needs of migrants, and the public health needs of hosting communities through policies and practices corresponding to the emerging challenges facing mobile populations today.
2. UNFPA, the United Nations Population Fund, is an international development agency that promotes the right of every woman, man and child to enjoy a life of health and equal opportunity. UNFPA supports countries in using population data for policies and programmes to reduce poverty and to ensure that every pregnancy is wanted, every birth is safe, every young person is free of HIV/AIDS, and every girl and woman is treated with dignity and respect. UNFPA supports countries in using data for policies and programmes to address the complex linkages between population dynamics, poverty and sustainable development and human rights. The International Conference on Population and Development (Cairo, 1994) forged an international consensus that placed individuals and human rights at the centre of population, development and reproductive health concerns. The Programme of Action agreed to at the ICPD mutually reinforces the Millennium Development Goals.
3. Migration processes are impacted by health and can impact health outcomes positively or negatively, just as health status can affect migration decisions and outcomes. Health can be a determinant selection factor in migration processes. Healthier people are more likely to migrate. While migration itself cannot be considered a risk to health, conditions surrounding the migration process can increase the vulnerability to ill health. This is particularly true for those who migrate involuntarily, fleeing natural or man-made disasters, conflict and human rights violations; those who migrate clandestinely or fall into the hands of human traffickers and end up in exploitative situations; and those who are marginalized, including women, children, adolescents, and indigenous groups. Risk factors are often linked to the legal status of migrants, which can determine the level of access to health and social services. Far from their family and community cultural environment, migrants sometimes change behaviours and adopt new practices, particularly in the areas of health, gender, and sexuality. Migration health goes beyond the traditional management of diseases among mobile populations and looks at the broader social determinants of health. For this reason, multidisciplinary and sector stakeholders must work in partnership to contribute to decreased social exclusion, and to protect and improve the health of migrants.
4. In Central America, IOM and UNFPA have a long history of collaboration on a wide range of activities related to the well-being of migrants. During the XIII Meeting of the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM) held in Honduras in May 2008, IOM and UNFPA presented on health to the Regional Consultation Group on Migration and urged for the reactivation of the virtual Working Group on Health and Migration in the framework of the RCM, offering to jointly facilitate the Group. In the official Declaration of the Meeting, the Vice-Ministers “reiterate[d] the commitment to facilitate access to health of migrant populations, in particular highly vulnerable migrants” and “Ask[ed] the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and IOM to strengthen the collaboration and support to RCM member states.” 
5. In support to the request of the RCM member states (Belize, Canada, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, and the United States) IOM and UNFPA (the Parties) agreed to develop a Letter of Understanding for joint activities in the framework of the RCM in Central America, in the context of the existing proposals of the RCM Working Group. 
Hereby agree as follows:

I. Areas of Cooperation: Based on the Parties’ mandates and comparative advantages, experiences and capacities, the Parties will intensify their cooperation in Central America in the following areas:   

i. Facilitating Policy Dialogue through the Reactivation of the RCM Working Group on Health and Migration: Both Parties will support dialogue among the member states of the RCM on issues related to health and migration through the reactivation of the RCM Working Group on Health and Migration. Member states will be invited to nominate focal points from the migration and from the health sector to participate in the group. The Parties will work together to establish the mechanisms of the virtual working group. The Parties will facilitate a discussion among members of the Group to identify priorities and develop a work plan for 2009, and to implement that work plan in close cooperation with the members of the RCM.

ii. Strengthening the Knowledge Base for Informed Policy Dialogue and Dissemination of Best Practices: A strong knowledge base is essential to address the challenges of migration, including research on issues related to the health consequences of migration on migrants and host communities. In addition to research, the Parties will identify, document, and promote best practices on health and migration from within RCM member countries and globally, to share lessons learned and support policy dialogue. 
iii. Capacity-Building and Programmatic Support: Both Parties will jointly assist in strengthening the capacity of governments and other relevant stakeholders to address the health needs of migrants during all phases of the migration process, regardless of migration status. The Parties will work in particular to prevent and respond to the health needs of smuggled migrants and trafficked persons, particularly women and children, and to prevent and respond to sexual and gender-based violence. In addition, the Parties will work with governments to improve access to quality healthcare (including sexual and reproductive healthcare) for migrants. Technical workshops on specific issues identified as priorities by the RCM member states will be held to promote awareness-raising, provide targeted training, and improve cooperation among countries.   
II. Cooperation mechanisms: The cooperation between IOM and UNFPA in the framework of the RCM Working Group on Health and Migration will include the following mechanisms:
1. IOM and UNFPA, following the signature of this Letter of Understanding, will identify focal points on health and migration who will participate in this initiative.

2. IOM and UNFPA focal points will jointly draft an implementation plan to be validated by the Working Group and presented to the RCM member states for their approval  

3. IOM and UNFPA will facilitate the regular meeting (virtual) of the Working Group to monitor achievements of the implementation plan.

4. IOM and UNFPA will regularly attend meetings of the RCM to report on progress to the Vice-Ministers and to ensure their continued support of the virtual Working Group on Health and Migration.
5. IOM and UNFPA will undertake joint fund-raising, as appropriate, to support the activities of the Working Group. 

6. IOM and UNFPA will organize an annual review of this Letter of Understanding and the implementation plan.

III. Final clauses

1. This Letter of Understanding will take effect on the date of signature by the duly authorized representatives of the two Organizations and will have the duration of 12 months.
2. This Letter may be amended by mutual consent of the parties.  The proposed amendment should be made in writing to the other party and shall enter into force after a period of one month following the expression of such consent. 
3. This Letter can be extended by mutual consent of the parties in writing. 
4. Either of the parties may terminate this Letter by giving one month’s written notice to the other party.
5. Nothing in this Letter of Understanding affects the privileges and immunities enjoyed by UNFPA and IOM as an intergovernmental organization.

Signed on _________________________, at __________________________________

_________________________



________________________

Jose Pires






Marcela Suazo

Regional Representative




Director of the Latin America and

Central America and Mexico

the Caribbean Regional Office
International Organization for Migration

United Nations Population Fund
� For the purposes of IOM’s work on health, the term “migrants” refers broadly to people who move from one place to another temporarily, seasonally or permanently for a host of voluntary and/or involuntary reasons, and potentially includes all the categories of persons within the IOM mandate as mentioned above.
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