REGIONAL CONFERENCE ON MIGRATION

Regional Workshop on Policies, Practices and Conclusions for the Return, Reintegration and Integration of Migrants

CONCEPT PAPER
The geographic region covered by the Regional Conference on Migration (RCM) has been characterized by high human mobility. The region includes countries of origin, transit, destination and return. Thus, the integration, the return and the reintegration of returned migrants, seen as three processes with different and independent characteristics, require specific approaches under the policies and management of this migration flows.
According to the International Organization for Migration, integration is defined as the process by which migrants, individually or by group, are accepted into any society. The requirements for acceptance by a society vary from country to country. The responsibility for integration lies not only on immigrants, but also on the receiving government, institutions and communities.
So, the challenge of a migrant or refugee in the country of destination is to become an active participant in the economic, social and cultural life, preserving their identity. It is a dynamic process by which people rebuild their life project in a new country where they have found a dignified living. So, they should gradually achieve self-sufficiency and full enjoyment of their rights, such as fair access to work, education, community spaces, to proper documentation, to health services and other basic services.
In this sense, integration involves a dynamic relationship between migrants and the host society, which should allow for a daily life free from abuse and discrimination. In this adaptation process, people who come from another country should not leave behind their past and their culture to adopt the culture of the host country. The recognition of values, the consideration of the differences of the "other," and its parity to contribute and enrich society are presumed. Integration highlights the importance of being recognized in everyday life, through the mastery of the codes of behavior and relationships that allow harmony with the environment. The result that is sought with this process is a society that respects and values ​​diversity as an asset.
When conditions in the country of destination or migration policies are not favorable, the return happens. In the first case, it is a voluntary return; in the second, forced return based on a judicial or administrative decision.
Although return migration has always existed, in recent years, it has increased considerably in the region up to an average of 500,000 annual returns to Central America.
Before the recent financial crisis, little has been discussed about the issue of return and its effects on host communities or in the same returnees and their families. After the crisis, little has been explored about its effects and few countries have considered developing consolidated policies for the return and reintegration of their nationals.
Assisted voluntary returns involve logistical, financial or in-kind support by the State. It has been proved that an assisted voluntary return facilitates social, family and community reintegration of the returnee. The sending country usually assumes the return costs, and in some cases, the costs of reintegration.

The International Organization for Migration (IOM) encourages that the assistance to returnees facilitates the access to and use of social services in the countries of origin. Therefore it is extremely important that the countries of origin invest on reintegration practices for the sustainability of the return and to promote rooting. To support reintegration it is not necessary to allocate separate funds, but to capitalize on existing resources such as vocational training programs, job vacancies, home buying facilities and good access to credit, among many others.

Relatively, return migration has been poorly analyzed in the region of the RCM. Similarly, the management of the reintegration process and its effectiveness has been little explored.
That is why the Regional Conference on Migration shows up as an adequate space to think about important issues related to migration, such as integration, return and reintegration. The initiative of holding this Regional Workshop in Costa Rica will allow the discussion on the experiences of RCM Member Countries, share experiences and best practices, and allow participants to reach conclusions and recommendations regarding policies to be implemented.
Workshop objectives: 

1. Deepening discussions on return flows and their implications for countries receiving national returnees.
2. Exchange experiences on integration, return and reintegration initiatives, in order to provide inputs for the development of public policies on these issues.
3. Develop a document of basic principles to guide regional and national action on return, reintegration and integration of migrants.
Methodology:
Module One will address the general framework for the workshop through presentations on an overview of the processes of return, reintegration and integration of migrants.
In Modules Two, Three and Four presentations based on best practices recommended by the organizers will be delivered, continuing with a plenary discussion. These presentations and discussions will cover objectives 1 and 2 of the workshop, seeking, in addition to the exchange of experiences and best practices, to generate consensus points that will be used for the work of Module Five.
Module Five will be divided into four panels, which in turn will be divided into working groups. The organizers will give an introduction to each of the panels and working groups will begin by establishing guiding questions. The outcome of the working groups will be used to work on a draft document that covers the third objective of the workshop.

Participants: 

Participants will be country officials with practical experience on the topics to be discussed during the workshop, civil society representatives and international organizations. 
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