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ACCOMPLISHMENTS IN THE FIGHT TO PREVENT TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS
The following are efforts made to combat the Trafficking in persons for the period May 2002 to May 2003.

Overall approach:  The Department of Immigration and Nationality joins forces with the Police Department, and the Belize Defense Force to conduct border patrols and regular vehicular checkpoints in order to interdict the traffickers and repatriate the victims of trafficking.

The Belize Western Border Station, that is the border with Guatemala, is considered the gateway to Central America by land, therefore border patrols and vehicular checkpoints are conducted at this control quite regularly.  Whenever a trafficker is caught or is identified by the victims, additional charges of “aiding and abetting” or “bringing in people into Belize contrary to entry requirements” is placed on them.  Once convicted, the law also requires that the trafficker pay the repatriation costs for the victim.  Presently, the government is in the process of adopting into legislation a comprehensive Model Law to Combat Trafficking in Persons, with the view to effectively address this phenomenon in the immediate future.

The steps taken when Immigrants are detained

1.         Identify all detainees (name, nationalities, Immigration status etc.)

all (OTGs) Other Than Guatemalans are prepared for prosecution.

2.         Process all detainees through the legal system (prosecute and take them to the                                                 
      detention facilities)

3.
 Act on the Vary of Sentence ordered by the Minister responsible for Immigration for the repatriation of detainees through land, sea or air.

4. All traffickers are dealt with simultaneously, but their fines are higher and their sentences are not varied.

5.        International Organization on Migration thru SIEMCA has provided                   computer equipment to support efforts to maintain statistical database on regular and undocumented migration. 

Prosecutions:

Since May 2002, the Immigration Department, which is empowered to do its own prosecutions, convicted a total of about (550) five hundred and fifty illegal immigrants, 54 % were Honduran nationals, followed by Salvadorans (27%) primarily for Illegal entry. Guatemalans had about 3-4%, most being women employed in bars and have failed to comply with conditions of their visitors permit, since Guatemalans are not primarily taken to court for illegal entry, unless they were caught aiding or abetting the illegal entry of immigrants.   Upon detention, Guatemalans are more likely to be ordered to leave Belize, a process that is encouraged in an effort to maintain confidence - building measures with our neighbor.  Nicaragua registered about 2.7% of convictions mostly for illegal entry, Colombia about 2.5% fourteen, and the remaining total is shared between Cuba, The United States of America, Nigeria, Jamaica, Haiti, Venezuela, India, Ghana, Lebanon, Jordan, Sierra Leone, Korea, Mexico. Belizeans are mostly convicted for aiding and abetting the commission of these migratory offences.  
There has also been an increase in the detection of fraudulent documents both national documents as well as international.  It is a common practice for other nationals to attempt to enter Belize via the Belize Western Border on “Pase Local” which is a document used by Guatemalan nationals for border crossings to the nearest towns.  To counter this practice Belize Immigration requests additional identifications such as a cedula de identidad (identification card) or a birth certificate. Violators also go as far as to purchase counterfeit cedulas and birth certificates to match and satisfy the requirement in their attempt to use them attempt to use them. Many are however caught and convicted for this offence.  Fraudulent Belizean Permanent Residence cards have also been detected in attempts to enter or transit Belize. Various people were identified charged and convicted for the possession of these documents.  Continuous surveillance and monitoring of the entry points, supported by impromptu operations in selected areas keeps the INS engaged to impede these activities.
Benefits for Trafficking Victims

Immigration benefits: trafficking victims are seen as violators of immigration offences, but once they testify against their smugglers/employers they are allowed to leave Belize without being prosecuted.  

The Attorney General’s Ministry through the Minister responsible for Immigration varies the sentences of the Immigration detainees in order for them to leave the detention facilities before their six months sentences are concluded. The cost of repatriation is in most part afforded through public funds.


The detention facilities now separate the Immigration detainees from the other inmates keeping them in a safe environment that limits intermingle with hardened criminals.

The International Organization for Migration through the regional office in Costa Rica often assists the Salvadoran nationals with their flight tickets to return back to El Salvador and recently, Honduras.
The United Nations High Commission For Refugees closed their offices in Belize in December, 1998, as conditions in the region improved considerably. Help for Progress (an NGO) have assisted in the integration of immigrants into Belize once certain criteria are satisfied.

The Foreign Service offices (Embassies and Consulates) of Immigrants are always informed immediately upon their detention in order that families at home or abroad are informed of their whereabouts, and or to provide travel documents to facilitate their repatriation process.

Outreach and Training

Susceptibility of the old design of the Belize passport to fraud was reduced with the introduction of various changes. Some of the changes were in preparation for the machine readable issuance system sponsored by the US State Department. The changes will evolve gradually.

Revised design of Belize ordinary passport:  The changes are internal and are as follows;  

Page 1 continues to list passport number and the name and signature of the bearer.  


The perforated passport number at the top of the page has been removed.


Page2 has now become the bio-data page (from the inside back cover) and has a 


Heat- sealed laminate.


Photographs continue to bear the embossing seal.


Observations remain on Page 3 with Pages 4 through 29 for visas.  


Pages 30 and 31 remain the same with spouse and children information.


Page 32 has become the ‘Notes’ (at Page 2 of old design) and the inside back 


cover, now provides for Emergency and Validity information and the signature of 


the issuing officer.

The date for first circulation of these passports was June 1, 2003.

International Agencies:  To improve staff confidence, training support was requested and received. On February 19, 2003, the United States Embassy in Guatemala through Officers Roy Hernandez and Ivan Alvarado held a three- hour training session for Immigration Officers and airline personnel at the Philip Goldson International Airport, the Belize Western Border and Belize Northern Border Station. The focus was on the identification of fraudulent documents and imposters.  It exposed the various ways in which people attempt to obtain entry into another country by using fantasy documents, photo substituted documents, and genuine documents used by imposters.  Similar training was provided by the Canadian Embassy personnel from Guatemala.  The confidence displayed subsequently by officers in document inspection was commendable. The increase in detection was notably high.
An Anti-corruption and Integrity Awareness Seminar was held on April 8, 2003 at the Radisson Fort George Hotel hosted by the Customs Department now Homeland Security. It had participants from various agencies including the Immigration Department.

Local and Domestic training: Immigration Annual Training Seminar was held from August 19, 2002. Three three-day sessions were held and they covered various topics, such as the Immigration and Nationality Acts, Ethics and Integrity, Customer Relations and Communication Skills, self defense, identification of fraudulent documents, and weapons training.

 Immigration Officers gave lectures to the Special Branch Unit of the Belize Police Department on Immigration procedures and documents on April 11, 2003.  The intent was to enhance the working relationship between this branch and other related agencies in keeping with the multi-agency approach towards national security.

On June 10 & 12, 2003, a seminar will be hosted by the Vital Statistics Unit on the new features of the Belizean Birth Certificates.  This will be held at the Belize City office and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs conference room, in Belmopan respectively.  Participants from all Immigration Stations country- wide as well as Social Security personnel will be attending.

A promotional exam along with training is scheduled for August of this year for selected grade two officers to attend.  These are some of the courses on the agenda to be imparted along with their objectives.

Training and Promotional curriculum Immigration Officer II to Immigration Officer I:

Course:
Immigration and Nationality Procedures

Objectives:
To provide officers with a clear understanding of the duties, responsibilities and functions of an Immigration Officer.

Course:
Management and Administration

Objectives:
To develop within officers the skills and provide information necessary for them to become effective leaders and supervisors.

Course:
Communication Skills

Objectives:
To provide officers with the tools necessary for clear and concise oral and written communication.

Course:
Introduction to Computers

Objectives:
Using the applications of Microsoft Office to demonstrate the impact of information technology on the modern organization and introduce the basic principles of spreadsheet, database, and word processing.

Course:
Public Relations

Objectives:
To improve on the interaction officers have with the public and on the public’s perception of the services provided.

The Immigration Department will also invite candidates from the Foreign Service Offices, Social Security Board, and the Belize Police Department.

Areas of Immediate Interest
Public Awareness of immigration procedures is essential. There is evidence that ignorance to the requirements is a major contributing factor to why visitors are disadvantaged.

Implementation of the machine passport readable issuance system is long overdue. This equipment will enable the production of redesigned and secure passports and other national identity documents. The machine readers will also increase the degree of difficulty for those using fraudulent documents and imposters. Detection should also become easier.
New technology is being implemented in border management to support the efforts of limited personnel. Capturing photographic images and transmitting traveler information instantaneously are critical to enhance our support to international security concerns. Without this technology pages of names on a watch list of wanted persons that are high profile, high risk to international security dampers enthusiasm to effectively support and address international security concerns.
