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Señora Ministra, 

Senora Embajadora de Guatemala y presidente pro-tempore de la Conferencia Regional sobre Migración,

Damas y Caballeros,

Buenos Dias!  Bonjour!  Good morning!
First and foremost, I would like to express my sincere thanks for the organization and the activities surrounding this Workshop.  I would like to specially thank the Government of El Salvador for its eager willingness to take on the challenge of hosting it, and for the friendship and hospitality it displays throughout.
C’est un plaisir et un honneur pour moi, au nom du Canada, de participer à cette réalisation en compagnie de nos amis du El Salvador, de l’Organisation internationale pour les Migrations, du Secrétariat général ibéro-américain et de la Commission économique pour l’Amérique latine et les Antilles.
On behalf of Canada, it is for me a pleasure this morning to open this 2 day Workshop on Temporary Migrant Workers Programmes which is done under the umbrella of the Regional Conference on Migration.
For Canada, it is a very special honour to be sponsoring this event.  It will certainly contribute to the development and improvement of mechanisms that allow the safe and dignified migration of persons across the countries of the Regional Conference on Migration.  
While contributing to the economic well-being of the countries that receive workers -  and which they hail from, the Conference and its events continue to be part of a <win-win> concept of regional dialogue and information exchange. 
Al organizar este Taller, por ejemplo, Canadá y El Salvador no solamente están desarrollando una iniciativa de interés común, sino también están fortaleciendo lazos que son beneficiosos para Centroamérica como para la sociedad Canadiense.
Yo veo este Taller como una excelente oportunidad para revisar la experiencia acumulada hasta el momento, los logros, así como las dificultades encontradas en el camino, y también los retos y oportunidades a futuro.
In Canada, we frequently say that we are a country of immigration.  By this, we mean that we are a country built by successive waves of immigrants, but also that we are a country that has a structured program for welcoming immigrants into our society.  

The temporary migration of professionals, students, businessmen and workers, is a vital component of our immigration reality, and we have been working to manage it for decades. 

This has certainly given Canada a unique experience on the subject, and we will try to share much of it during this workshop. 
However, our experience does not mean that we have all the answers.  In fact, we really don't!  What we have been finding instead, is what are some of the key questions that we have to ask ourselves, in order to develop and manage such programs.  

We do not necessarily have a definitive answer for such questions, or then again, we may have as many different answers for them as we have economic sectors, provinces and geographic—as well as climatic—realities.
We do not claim to have found perfect solutions, or that we have good programs others should copy— However, we do have good programs which we are proud of, but they are unique to Canada's circumstances, and they undergo constant adjustments to improve them.  They are, in fact, a work in progress, and will probably continue to be so always.

We are here, simply to share our experience and to learn from all other countries' and organizations' experiences. 
This workshop will certainly - teach us all - many things, and surely all participants will return to their countries with more questions in their minds, but hopefully also with more ideas to solve them.
Las características únicas de la región, y nuestros nexos através de la migración, significan que tenemos más cosas en común que diferencias.  
Compartimos una visión general del mundo, de los roles del gobierno y de los derechos de los individuos – una visión basada en valores comunes y nuestra persistencia por encontrar el bienestar de nuestros ciudadanos, a medida que trabajamos para alcanzar mayores índices de prosperidad y de seguridad para America Central.

En conjunto con la democracia, Canadá visualiza a la seguridad y a la prosperidad como nuestras prioridades para la región.  
El Programa de Trabajadores Temporales es una iniciativa que contribuye a estos esfuerzos y representa un intercambio valioso y constructivo entre nuestras naciones.

We have said it before, and will continue to say, that this is exactly what the Puebla Process is all about, and exactly what international cooperation is about:  sharing what we have, so that we all can do better. 
Since its inception, the Regional Conference on Migration has made great strides in looking at managing migration in the region, and it provides us with a unique opportunity for dealing with the issues emerging before us.  

In working together in a strong and active process, with a clear regional sense before the world, we can only see better things coming in the years ahead.
In this time of global uncertainties and economic concerns, it is vital that we are able to trust and work together with our immediate neighbours, looking beyond the bumps and difficulties we may be encountering along the road.  

With migration being a vital reality of our region that will not stop because of recessions or political changes around us, ---- and with workers being the engine of any economy, ---addressing international labour mobility is as relevant today as it was five years ago and as it will be five years from now—so the sooner we get to work on it, the better.
The workshop that you will attend today and tomorrow is an excellent occasion for you to participate in informal and open exchanges on key questions such as human and labour rights, employer-worker relationships and all practical aspects of the recruitment of workers.   I would like to encourage you to share your views in order to address the questions but as well to find some answers.
Realmente, es un honor para mí, como Embajadora de Canadá, estar aperturando este importante intercambio de pensamientos, y espero que estos dos días sean muy interesantes y constructivos.

Pero más que todo, estoy muy agradecida de la amistad y del apoyo recibido y que hace de este evento un verdadero esfuerzo regional que ayudará a todos nuestros países y a nuestros ciudadanos, en donde ellos se encuentren en los años venideros, ya que pienso que lo que logremos alcanzar aquí vendrá en realidad a convertirse en “una semilla para la prosperidad”.

Merci! Thank you!  Muchas Gracias! 
