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This year has been full of events external to RCM that, nevertheless, are closely linked to the Conference. Therefore, today I will not only talk about the projects of IOM in the region but in addition, I will address some of the above-mentioned events. In any case, as usual, we have prepared a list of the most relevant projects being executed by IOM in your countries. And of course, we are ready to answer your questions relating to any of the projects.
First of all, I would like to congratulate the Government of Costa Rica, on behalf of IOM, for the excellent work as President Pro Tempore of RCM, under the topic “Integration and Reintegration: Migration with a Human Face”. During this term, it has been a pleasure for IOM to co-organize and co-sponsor the Workshop on Return and Reintegration of Migrants held in Costa Rica, as well as the Workshop on Migrant Boys, Girls, and Adolescents held in Guatemala and, more recently, the Workshop on Migrant Workers held in Honduras. We would like to express our thanks for the opportunity to support the workshops.
At the above-mentioned workshops, IOM reiterated that migration with a human face should not be limited to regulating and regularizing the entry, transit, exit and return of foreign nationals but in addition, should ensure the well-being and rights of migrants, addressing their vulnerabilities regardless of their migratory status. It is precisely based on this principle that IOM implements projects in the region. I would like to highlight the regional programme for protection of migrants in vulnerable situations, which initiated in 2010 with invaluable support from the Government of the United States.
Within this context, IOM would like to highlight the consensus reached throughout this regional process in regard to two elements that are essential for the management of migration with a human face: 
1. Recognizing that migration should be managed in a comprehensive and proactive manner in order to maximize the benefits for the development of migrants and societies of origin and destination.
2. Recognizing the shared responsibility of governments and societies of origin, transit, destination and return to ensure the well-being of migrants in the short and long term.
Member States of RCM have not only upheld these principles in their regional-level discussions but, in addition, have successfully defended and promoted them at a global level. This became evident during the Second High-Level Dialogue on Migration and Development held last month. Undoubtedly, the leading participation of Member States of RCM was essential to achieving the significant progress that has been made.
Governments, international organizations and civil society alike explicitly recognized the contribution of regional consultation processes to the global discussion of migration. Without regional processes, the international community would not have been able to reach the deeper understanding of migration processes that has been achieved.
For the first time in history, United Nations Member States approved a document at the General Assembly that reflects important global agreements on how to understand and address the topic of migration and its link to development. IOM had the privilege of being actively involved in preparing, organizing and developing the High-Level Dialogue at a global, regional and national level. 
At the High-Level Dialogue IOM highlighted the importance of the current moment in history for migration and migrants. As the IOM Director General stated: “Today we face an important decision. We can take the wrong path and continue as always. As a result, migrants will continue to suffer exploitation and abuse; traffickers, smugglers, recruiters and unscrupulous employers will reap the benefits, while the huge advantages of migration for migrants and for countries of origin and destination are wasted”.

Or, “we can begin to consider migration as a process to be managed instead of a problem to be solved, and strive to increase the chance for populations to fulfil their aspirations and realize their potential through migration.” We believe that clearly, RCM chooses the second option.
In preparing for the High-Level Dialogue, IOM developed the World Migration Report 2013, which addresses the well-being of migrants and development. Statistical data from the report reflect the repercussions of migration on the well-being of each individual migrant, beyond economic aspects. IOM is currently preparing a CD with the report in English, Spanish and French. The CD is expected to be available by mid-December; until then, the document can be found on the IOM global website.
The document discusses migration in its four directions: South-North, South-South, North-North and North-South. To this end, the main migration routes around the world are identified, several of which include territories of Member States of RCM. 
This region includes the following: the main North-North route (from Germany to the United States); the main South-North route (from Mexico to the United States); the main North-South route (from the United States to Mexico); the most significant route of migrants in transit worldwide (Mesoamerica); and the route that has probably become the most significant route of returned migrants at a global level in recent years. The report is available to the general public and can be downloaded from the IOM global website.
In addition to highlighting and recognizing the reality and breadth of the phenomenon of migration, IOM considers that it is equally important to promote the well-being of migrants and advance in recognizing their rights. Therefore, IOM has actively been involved – together with colleagues from other international organizations and various countries in the region – as a friend of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, in the development of Advisory Opinion 21, wherein the Court will establish, among others, the rights of migrant boys, girls and adolescents in detention and return processes. IOM submitted a formal amicus curiae brief, which can be downloaded from the website of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights.

Finally, I would like to congratulate the Government of Nicaragua for choosing the topic to be addressed during its term as President pro Tempore of RCM: “A Region Free of Trafficking in Persons”. 

IOM believes that this topic is highly relevant since too much migration today still takes place at the hands of traffickers and smugglers and through irregular, unsafe and exploitative channels. IOM welcomes every effort oriented toward preventing and combating crimes against migrants – and particularly, the most serious crimes.
In closing I would like to mention that, as always, the capacities of IOM are at your disposal to continue supporting efforts that help ensure that our region is free of violations of the rights of migrants, including trafficking in persons.
Thank you.
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